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“We had a great time this semester partnering up with your 

students! I would have to say the entire thing was a 

resounding success. More than a couple of the students have 

formed lasting bonds with our clients, and some are going to 

continue volunteering with us on a regular basis, which I think 

is a real testament to the partnership’s impact on both the 

clients and the students. I enjoyed working with and getting to 

know your students.  It’s also worth noting that your young 

people’s energy is contagious-  not just to the client they 

were partnered with but to the whole center in general.  Many 

of our older clients enjoy having young people around. 

 I can tell you without hesitation that we would love to partner 

again.  I would say that this semester has been beneficial to 

all involved.” 

-Thom Strickland, ACCA Activities Coordinator 

Student Reflections:  

‘B’ wants to get married, live on her own, 

and have her own family. I aspire to 

have this same dream and I think that 

she deserves it just as much as I do.” 

- M., Journalism & Media, 2013 

Student 
Reflections:  

 

“Completing the portfolio, I 

realized that there are not 

many differences between 

adults and adults with 

disabilities.  We both share 

common responsibilities 

and interests; however, it 

is disheartening when 

people with disabilities are 

deemed unable to 

accomplish these 

responsibilities. ‘C’ helped 

me realize how silenced 

people with disabilities are 

- especially him -since he 

is unable to verbally 

express himself. This 

fueled my interest and 

desire to advocate for 

people with disabilities as I 

matriculate to law school. 

Outside of decorating a 

scrapbook about ‘C’s 

preferences, needs, likes, 

and dislikes, I became 

more visually aware of the 

importance of one’s quality 

of life. Seeing ‘C’ smile 

everyday that I 

volunteered made me 

realize how I had affected 

his life. More importantly, 

he has changed mine.”  

– B., English, 2014 

I want to thank-you and your students 
for your support and workshops.  I 

believe they were successful.  
- Kim Keeney, President, 
 People First of Athens  

Student Reflections 

“I choose self-advocacy. But what really is self-advocacy? 

Before taking this course, I had heard the word advocacy but 

had never put it into action or even learned its meaning. 

Breaking down the word, self-advocacy, for the workshop 

my group and I would have to present was the best lesson I 

have learned this semester. It’s about the support that people 

with disabilities need. It’s about the accommodations they 

should be able to openly speak up about. It’s about the 

choices they should have in their day-to-day activities. It’s 

about much more than I first understood it to be.” 

-C. Exercise & Sports Science, 2015 
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